1. 1:1: They do not interrupt [the reading of] the curses [M. 3:7E]. Said 
R. Hiyya bar Gameda, “‘[My son,] do not cut up the Lord’s curses [or 
be weary of his reproof]’ (Prov. 3:11). “[The meaning is,] ‘Do not 
break them up into small segments [but read them all at once].’” Said 
R. Levi, “Said the Holy One, blessed be he, ‘It is not right that my 
children should be cursed, while I am blessed [in the blessing before 
and after the reading of the Torah].’ [Hence the entire passages are 
read without interruption. ]” 


2: I:2: Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “For the song of the Levites [Deut. 
32:1-43] no fewer than six persons are called up to the Torah. The 
mnemonic is HZYWLK.” 


3. I:3: R. Zeirah, R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Rab: “The Song at the 
Sea and the Song of Deborah are written in the manner of setting 
bricks, that is, two halves of a brick over a whole brick, and a whole 
brick over half-bricks. The names of the ten sons of Haman and the 
kings of Canaan are written with a half-brick over a half-brick and a 
whole brick over a whole brick, for no building could stand if built that 
way.” 


4. 1:4: R. Berekhiah, R. Jeremiah, R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan, 
R. Jonathan, when he would reach this verse, ‘Who had been carried 
away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with Jeconiah 
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried 
away’ (Est. 2:6), he would say, ‘Nebuchadnezzar — may his bones 
rot.’” 


[B] AND THESE ARE NOT TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT [IN THE READING OF THE REGULAR 
SABBATHS], SINCE IT SAYS, “SAND MOSES DECLARED TO THE CHILDREN OF 
IsRAEL THE SET FEASTS OF THE Lorp” (Lev. 23:44). THEIR RELIGIOUS 
REQUIREMENT IS THAT THEY SHOULD BE READ, EACH ONE IN ITS TIME. 


1. II:1: And these are not taken into account [in the reading of the regular 
Sabbaths] [M. 3:7H]: There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “They 
are taken into account.” Zeira, Abba bar Jeremiah, R. Mattenah in the 
name of Samuel: “The law is in accord with him who says, “They are 
not taken into account.’” This is in accord with our version of the 
Mishnah. 


2. II:2: There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “One opens the scroll, 
looks into it, rolls it up and then says the blessing [so that it will not 
appear that he is reading the blessing from the Torah scroll itself].” 
There is a Tannaite authority who teaches: “One opens the scroll, looks 
into it, and says the blessing.” R. Zeira, Abba bar Jeremiah, R. 


